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Commissioned by Harvey Sollberger and the Indiana University New Music Ensemble

CHANSONS INNOGENTES
(1988, rev. 1998)

Duration: 11 minutes

Instrumentation:
Flute, Bb Clarinet, C Trumpet, Trombone
Percussion [vibraphone, triangle, 2 suspended cymbals, bell tree, tam-tam, metal wind chimes, 5 temple blocks, 4 tom-toms]

Piano
Violin, Viola, Cello

Performance Notes:

This is a transposed score.

OPTION: If a group of children and/or teenagers is available, it works well to have them perform
the speaking parts, ideally while spread inconspicuously around the audience. There is a two-page
"Speaking Part" at the back of the score that can be copied and distributed as necessary.

The conductor should signal each of the five cues by clearly holding up his/her left hand with

1-5 fingers raised to prepare for a two handed downbeat, signaling the start of a cue.

Program Note:

"CHANSONS INNOCENTES is music inspired by the three e. e. cummings poems of the same name.
Although in one movement, the work is divided into three primary sections, following the poem:s.
The initial section, with its capricious textures involving constant interchange around the ensemble,
attempts to capture the first poem's general atmosphere of springtime playfulness, "when the world
is mud-luscious" and "puddle-wonderful."

A more strictly programmatic setting is used for the second poem in that the music follows the order
tingling goblins," "little itchy mousies," and

mnn

of events, variously depicting tip-toeing "ghostthings,
even an old lady with a wart. Also, the players verbalize certain lines from the poem. This section
begins slowly, and in gradual increments, works its way up to a frantically quick tempo. The strings
have ajittery, nervous melody through much of this, reflecting the haunting nature of the poem.

"As with the first poem, the last poem's mood is set to music in the final section, a serene codetta.
This resembles a slowly rotating mobile, with the oscillation of the strings, and repeated gestures

of the others combining in a calm, floating state." [David Dzubay]

Chansons Innocentes was premiered by the Indiana University New Music Ensemble in the spring of 1989.
A new edition of performance materials (score and parts) was prepared in July of 1998, incorporating edits and
revisions that the composer has made in conducting performances of the work over the past decade.

David Dzubay is Professor of Music at the Indiana University School of Music in Bloomington, Indiana,
where he teaches composition and is Director and Conductor of the Indiana University New Music Ensemble.

PRoO NOVA Music (BMI)
5415 E James Road, Bloomington, IN 47408 USA
dzubay@gmail.com (812) 320-1674
ProNovaMusic.com
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